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  Strength in Later Life

Aged 50+?

Want to have a say?

Want to help improve your local community?
Want to work on issues of importance to older people?
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Then join the Senior Council

Membership is free

All are welcome.

Responding to the challenges and opportunities of an ageing population

Communities are facing both the challenges and opportunities of an ageing population. In parts of Devon, already half the population is over 50.  

Planning for an ageing population is a major challenge and an opportunity that must be addressed.
As part of a government initiative, the Senior Council has been set up to address these issues by:
· Involving and engaging people aged 50+ as partners with the Devon County Council and the Devon Primary Care Trust.
· Developing effective strategies and action plans for people aged 50+.
What is the Senior Council doing?

Launched in March 2008, the Senior Council has become a key participant in many statutory county- wide programmes and projects that affect people in Devon. These include: Ageing Well in Devon; Older People’s Partnership; My Life, My Choice; Community Mentoring; Carers’ projects; Transport; Inter-generational activities, and working with ethnic minorities. Members have also been actively involved with the ‘Way Ahead’ seminars across the County.
We have set up a local presence in 26 out of the 29 coastal and market town areas in Devon, also Exeter.
At local level, groups are vibrant, energetic and already involved in issues like health and social care, transport, community mentoring, disability, inter-generational forums and police activities.

At national level, we have been consulted by government bodies on a number of health and transport issues and made contact with the Rural Advocate. All these are listening, and we ARE having an effect. Even in our short existence, our comments are appearing in White Papers.

What does the Senior Council stand for and who can join?

The Senior Council for Devon will give older people a voice, providing a way of engaging with them, listening to their views and aspirations, and working in partnership to develop practical ideas and actions to address their concerns.

The Senior Council for Devon aims to:

· be a focus for the voice of older people in Devon (in their communities and at district and county levels)  in developing and improving services;
· realise the potential of older people as a creative and active resource for the community;
· represent all people aged 50+ regardless of race or creed;
· be independent and non party political;
· promote the quality of life, not just of older people but across the generations;
· work with existing organisations on issues that affect those over 50, so that we can represent views whilst policy is being formed and before decisions are set in stone.  

Membership of the Senior Council is open to residents aged 50 and over and to existing organisations of older people.  Service-providing organisations can also become associate members. Older people and older people’s organisations will be able to become engaged in a variety of ways, including:

· receiving information about local services 


· taking part in consultation about local services


· event/meeting attendance


· helping support/run their local Senior Council


· contributing their skills and time in other ways
If you wish to join, there is a membership form on our website which is www.seniorcouncildevon.org.uk on the “Contact Us” page or just complete the following sections and send them to us at the address below.

Your personal information and Data Protection

The information which you provide on this form will be held by the Senior Council for Devon. This information will be used by the Senior Council for the purposes of keeping in contact with members and involving them in the way they prefer. 

Your personal information will be kept secure and will not be held for any longer than is necessary. We will not disclose any information which would identify you, to anyone else, unless you give us your permission to do so. If you have any queries about this, please contact the Senior Council for Devon.
1. 
Name 



2. 
Address 





…………………………………


Postcode


Senior Council market and coastal town area that you wish to join
(Please see map and choose the area you most identify with)

3.
Telephone



4. 
Email



5. 
How you would like to be involved?
 (You can change your involvement at any time by contacting us).

Please tick ALL the boxes that are right for you 

Receiving information about local services

Taking part in consultation about local services 

Event/meeting attendance

Helping run your local senior council

Contributing your skills and time in other ways*  
*If yes, please give details


PTO

The Senior Council aims to give voice to issues that you may have with the intention of changing things for the better.

6.      What are your top three concerns?

1 


2 


3 


7. 
Description of any skills and interests you have


8. 
Information about you – OPTIONAL

The Senior Council for Devon is open to ALL people aged 50+. To ensure that we are representative / inclusive and reflect the older population across Devon, it would help us to know a little bit about you. 
8.1   Gender:
Male  (
Female  (
8.2   Age bands:  50-59  (  60-69  (  70-79  (  80-89  ( 90+ (
8.3   Ethnic group:

A. White: British  (  White European  (
B. Mixed: White and Black Caribbean (  White and Black African  (  White and Asian  (
C. Asian or Asian British: Indian  (   Pakistani (   Bangladeshi   (
D. Black or Black British:
 Caribbean (    African  ( 
E. Chinese or other ethnic group: Chinese  (
F. Any other ethnic group:  please write in
 

       G. I’d prefer not to answer (
Preferred method of communication:

By post  (     By email  (
(Email is more environmentally friendly)
How did you hear about The Senior Council?

Newsletter   (     Friend  (     Press   (     Other………………………………….
Signed……………………………………………………..
Please return this form to: 

Freepost RRZH-TXSH-EXXU
Senior Council for Devon
PO Box 210
Harberton
TOTNES
TQ9 9DA.








Telephone: 01803 732678

                                                                                                      Email: info@scfd.org.uk
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