Summarised Minutes of the Board Meeting held on 18th September 2009
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 18th August were agreed as an accurate record.
Computer Training
Email sent to tall groups giving details of beginners’ courses commencing around Devon this month.  MC said Holsworthy library offering individual tuition.  SL/AC to check other libraries.

CEU Training
Detailed proposal sent to all.  YW noted good coverage of things needed and suggested prioritisation.  BJ suggested Steering Group consider proposal in detail and make recommendations.  SL asked Board for confirmation that certain CEU works go ahead before further consideration takes place.  There were various opinions and it was agreed that CEU should come to the AGM and Assembly and that the SG look at the other proposals in detail.  GB enquired about the name and the Board decided that the name ‘Senior Forum’ could be used as long as there are no other forums in local towns.  AC to check.
Charity Commission Registration
JD responded to assistance request.  Board needs to ask what are the advantages of charitable registration.  YW suggested constitution work needs to go ahead asap and charitable registration put on  hold until after completion of this.  KC suggested looking at setting up something charitable for separate entity.  KC and SL have worked hard on this and needs to be recognised at the Assembly.

Annual Report
KC has produced the report which has gone to be printed.  Board acknowledged enormous amount of work that has been done by the leads, admin, JJ and KC particularly and thanked them for it.  KC suggested that work on the report starts earlier next year.  Board recorded their thanks to KC for his efforts and SL on the work she has done on the financial information/accounts.

Review of Constitution
KC said there was nothing to stop any member of the Board from resigning at any time.  At the July Board meeting it was decided that all would resign in order to resolve the election issue fairly.  DP felt matter needed to be raised and resolved through the review of the Constitution.  Any changes to the Constitution must be agreed at AGM.  The ERS not involved in process of Board elections as there were only 10 nominations overall.

Feedback from meeting with new leader of DCC
Funding for SCfD will be secure for the next 18 months.  He would look into the cost of leisure activities for older people and said that recently officers had had too much say in the direction of care services and things would be changing in this area.  Keen to  have copies of the Care Pathway distributed and liked the idea of Village Agents and involvement of Parish Councils.  Wanted organisations to work together.

Co-operation Update
KC to participate with other individuals in conferencing call on 23rd September.  Research trying to gain information about accessing services by rural, isolated communities.  YW thought RJ would write a paper and KC felt the SCfD could use the research as evidence when arguing for services.

Equalities Bill
KC, CS and BJ not able to make their responses after the last meeting.  BJ felt issue Equality important.  JC raised point that some insurance companies refuse to insure older people and this not raised by the Bill.  JC to feed back to the ESG SCfD comments.

Building a Society for All Ages
Members went to meeting in Taunton.  MC felt that the SCfD could use the questions and answers – asking for specific experiences and individual responses.  YW suggested that the questions are presented to every group and individual.  SL to circulate the consultation questions to group chairmen and ask them to return by 12th October.  KC reported that the feedback from the DWP was that answers to some questions were not been what they had expected.

Reports from Leads
Care Services:  CS had attended H/S Care Forum Meeting and would be attending Review of Age Discrimination meetings, Big Care Debate and Partnership Trust meeting.  YW asked to align with H & S Care Forum and work with them on common issues.  SCfD and LINk to have meeting.  BJ to contact GAH.

Transport:  KC reported problems with ‘Hail and Ride’ and group would take up.  PS offered his services to group and GB has resigned.  BJ and KC asked to attend meeting with DCC Transport Co-ordinator.  KC in process of setting up transport focus groups around County.

Intergenerational Work:  JC to go to ‘Back to the Future’ conference in October.  DP gave a report on getting consolidated list of activities which local groups could get involved in.  Axminster have arranged computer classes with local college.  Holsworthy have agreement from local college to work together on access work in the town.  Bideford linking in with Young Devon.  YW had received letter from Youth Parliament of Mid and East Devon asking for SCfD support with campaign for 1/3 off concessionary fares – agreed.

Finance Update: Accounts approved by the Board.

Membership Involvement:  KC to start on transport groups and JS later.

LINk:  Previously discussed.

Everyone’s Tomorrow 2010:  YW’s reported previously circulated.  TB to attend.

Dementia:  KC to go to south and west groups re setting up dementia meetings.  Board thanked KC for responding to Radio Devon re lack of resources being ploughed into the area of dementia, despite the new Dementia Strategy.  BJ suggested representative of Partnership Trust come and talk to Board about early diagnosis of dementia.  

Reports from Branches
Seaton set up Safer Streets group.  TT to talk to next Board meeting or Assembly.  Honiton have written to County Councillor about Home Safeguard Alarms.  Another meeting with EDDC to be arranged regarding this and free swimming.  Axminster Town have no adult education programme (except for woodworking).  Dawlish submitted report about speed bumps on the way to RDE.  Needs to be raised at meeting with DCC.  BJ received call from member who has mobility problems and can’t get to meetings.  KC suggested Ring and Ride or a fellow member.  CS asked Transport Group to look at the issue of Community Transport.

South West Forum Meeting

KC attended first meeting on 9th September.  Next meeting 10th December.

Correspondence sent out by Board Members
SL received request about having copies of letters and replies from an individual on behalf of SCfD.  BJ said it should be made clear that any letter sent by an individual is on behalf of the SCfD.  MC attended meeting dealing with legal aspects of websites and SCfD should issue guidelines to all groups.  Publicity Group to take this on.

Health and Scrutiny Sub-Committee
BJ or YW to attend this meeting.

AGM
Agenda agreed by the Board.

